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Kelly Panacci – Inspired by Art
After graduating from college as a graphic artist, 
Kelly worked at ad agencies and book publishers, 
but her passion for creating art led her to start 
small businesses producing one-of-a-kind items 
ranging from air brushed garments and jewelry to 
intricate custom home portraits. In 1994, with her 3 
kids at school full time, Kelly traded her art supplies 
for a Mac computer and accepted an artist position 
with Sandylion Sticker Designs where she created 
award winning designs in the emerging scrapbook 
industry. Kelly founded Kelly Panacci Inc. in 2004 so 
she could continue creating scrapbook designs but 
in her own signature style licensed to Sandylion. 
Since then, the Kelly Panacci Inc./Sandylion 

scrapbook range has grown to 200+ products 
available in over 5000 stores worldwide. When 

Kelly is not in her studio working on her 
next collection she is out-and-about 

teaching her craft or traveling for 
inspiration. Kelly and her husband 

Mario operate their art licensing studio 
from their old home in the village of 

Brooklin just outside Toronto.
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happy day 
Kelly Panacci
Toronto, Ontario

SUPPLIES: Bazill cardstock, 
Kelly Panacci for Sandylion 
patterned paper and clear 
stamps, gel-s-tins gelly gems, 
Stix2 Anything mini glue 
dots. Items found around the 
house include - Buttons and 
white corrugated paper from 
cookie package.

I Love You Tag
Kelly Panacci
Toronto, Ontario

SUPPLIES: Kelly Panacci 
patterned paper and clear 
stamps from Scraptivity 
Monthly kit club www.
scraptivity.com, dymo 
labeller. Items found 
around the house include 
-  old lace strips, cut-out 
from clear packaging 
box.
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“Use what you have around the house” 
I wrote in my journal some time ago, 
and it is so simple to follow. The 
words challenge me to look at things 
differently. When I am about to throw 
something out, I now consider how 
it might be repurposed instead of 
sending it to the landfill or the recycling 
depot.

A white piece of corrugated paper from 
a cookie package that was destined 
for the trash was used to produce an 
interesting texture on a cute card for 
my friend (Figure 1). And a piece of 
clear plastic packaging was trimmed 
and used as an overlay on my “I love 
you” tag (Figure 2), while another piece 
of the same package was recycled on 
a page of my mini-book. Even if you 
don’t use the elements directly on your 
project, they can act as a vehicle or a 
tool. A yogurt container or bubble wrap 
can act as a stamp (Figure 3), while 
plastic food wrap can be an adhesive. 
Did you know that you can fuse a paper 
napkin to cardstock with foodwrap by 
heating the layers together with an 
iron? It makes a nice fabric texture. I 
came across this tip while browsing 
Youtube how-to videos, and I think it’s 
a good example of mixing household 
products with your scrap-stash.

While many of us have used a plate 
or container to trace around, stencils 
and templates can also be fashioned 
from tin cans, margarine containers, or 
anything round. Existing packaging such 
as a gum wrapper can be used as a 
template, or you can re-cover it and use 
it to hold a gift card or something small.
 
Paper flowers continue to be a popular 
trend on layouts and are easy to make 
in a variety of ways. You can use your 
stash of scraps to make simple layered 
flowers, or you can layer different 
papers found around your house. Paper 
doilies, dictionary pages, music sheets, 
and paper bags can produce fabulous 
dimensional posies. Use old buttons or 
jewels as centres for your flowers.

Anything goes when you’re altering art. 
Experimenting is the key to innovation 
and if you’re using things found around 
your own home, your projects are 
sure to be one-of-a-kind.  As you go 
about your daily activities, keep an 
eye out for household items that can 
be re-purposed. Gather them up and 
they will be the “spare parts” of your 
scrapbook toolbox, waiting to find new 
life on your scrapbook projects.

Figure 3

Adore
Kimberly Flogeras

New Maryland, New Brunswick

SUPPLIES: Prism cardstock, Dollarama ribbon, 
brads and glitter, Prima Marketing flowers, 

Cuttlebug die cut heart, Making Memories rub-
ons, unknown bubble wrap and bingo markers.

Scraps of Info
Kimberly created 
her patterned paper 
by applying bingo 
markers to a piece 
of bubble wrap 
and then stamping 
it onto a piece of 
cardstock.

Use What You Have

Happy Birthday Card
Kelly Panacci
Toronto, Ontario 

SUPPLIES: Bazzill cardstock, Kelly Panacci for Sandylion patterned 
paper and clear stamps, gel-a-tins gelly gems, Stix2 Anything adhesive, 
unknown green craft paint. Items found around the house include - 
bubble wrap used as a stamp and green pog disc.
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Here’s a short list of household items that I have in the “spare parts section” 
right now in my studio:

•	 corrugated	cardboard	(See	Figure	4)
•	 paper	doilies,	paper	napkins,	tissue,	corrugated	papers,	brown	bags,	cardboard	

from cereal boxes, wrapping paper, wallpaper ends, music sheets
•	 flat	pieces	of	clear	plastic	(trimmed	from	packaging)
•	 packing	tape,	food	wrap	(e.g.,	an	onion	bag	See	Figure	5)
•	 old	magazines	(vintage),	a	dictionary,	kids’	board	books
•	 button	collection,	costume	jewelry	and	beads
•	 fabric	pieces	(See	Figure	6)
•	 chipboard	tags	with	ribbon	and	pins	from	recently	purchased	clothes
•	 old	cassette	and	video	tapes	(you	can	use	the	black	tape	inside	for	ribbon)
•	 bag	of	keys	from	an	old	keyboard
•	 string,	ribbon,	lace
•	 ephemera:	tickets,	coasters,	clippings	from	magazine	ads
•	 bits	of	screening,	nail	heads,	wire,	sandpaper,	clock	hands,	hinges
•	 old	paintbrushes,	toothbrushes,	wire	brush

Figure	4

Together
Kelly Panacci
Toronto Ontario 

SUPPLIES: Bazzill cardstock, Kelly 
Panacci for Sandylion patterned 
paper and rub-ons, Fiskars 
scalloped scissors, Stix2 Anything 
adhesive. Items found around the 
house include - buttons and jewels, 
brown grocery bags and magazine 
page (flowers), jute, corrugated 
packing box (with our family name 
on it from post office).
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Figure	5

Figure	6

Wish
Bree Tetz

Edmonton, Alberta

SUPPLIES: Close To My Heart cardstock and 
ink, Library date stamp, Americana paint, 

recycled pair of jeans, RONA foil duct tape, 
Dollarama alphabet, unknown red thread.
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Scraps of Info
Bree used an old pair of denim 
jeans and a sewing machine to 
create the blossoms on her page.

Joy
Bree Tetz
Edmonton, Alberta

SUPPLIES: Glitz Designs patterned paper, 
Scrappy Cat, Close To My Heart and Library 
date stamp, Americana paint, Heidi Swapp 
chipboard letters, Punchinella ribbon, Janlynn 
embroidery floss, vintage button, recycled 
onion bag, Marvy circle punch.

Scraps of Info
Bree cut petals out 
of a recycled onion 
bag and then added 
paint splatters on 
it to create floral 
embellishment for 
her layout.
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